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Terrorist Leader Yassin Directly Responsible for 
Killing Hundreds of Innocent Civilians 
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin was the founder and leader of Hamas, a terrorist organization committed to the destruction of Israel and responsible for the deaths of hundreds of Israelis—and Americans.  For Israel to target him is no different than the United States targeting Osama bin Laden. 

Yassin was not just Hamas’ spiritual leader—he initiated, authorized, financed and directed terrorist attacks by the group.  Backing Israel’s right to self-defense against such terrorists, President Bush said at the White House on Tuesday (3/23/04), “Any country has the right to defend itself from terror.  Israel has the right to defend herself from terror.”

National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice said Monday at the White House (3/22/04), “Let’s remember that Hamas is a terrorist organization and that Sheikh Yassin has himself personally, we believe, been involved in terrorist planning.”

Yassin opposed the Oslo peace process, rejected any peace with Israel, called for the destruction of the Jewish state, and the end of any Jewish presence in the land of Israel.  He was intimately involved in the planning of suicide bombing attacks against Israel and in providing an Islamic authorization for such attacks.  Two months ago he issued a fatwa allowing the participation of women in suicide bombings—which directly led to a female suicide bomber blowing herself up at the Gaza-Israel border, killing four Israelis.  Over a week ago, 10 Israeli civilians were killed and 16 were wounded in a double suicide bombing in the area of the Ashdod Port. Hamas and Fatah claimed responsibility for the attack. 

Just as there is no possibility of compromising with Osama bin Laden, there was no possibility of compromise with Yassin.  Just as the U.S. considers bin Laden a legitimate target, so was Yassin.
In addition to being directly responsible for dozens of terrorist attacks that claimed the lives of countless Israeli civilians and security personnel, U.S. citizens, Europeans and other innocent people, Yassin had called on the Iraqi people to engage in terror against the coalition forces in Iraq and “become human bombs…killing every enemy that walks the earth and pollutes it.” 

Among the statements Yassin made against the United States and Israel:

· “The Iraqi people must become human bombs, using belts and suitcases aimed at killing every enemy that walks on the earth and pollutes it.”  (The Washington Post, January 11, 2003)

· “We, the Palestinian people, are standing with Iraq and its people in front of the American offensive. We are one body.”   (Hamas web site, October 2002)

· “The USA only wants to stand by the enemy, the murderous criminal. This is why we respond to the USA and its allies with rejection. Resistance, we declare, will continue in all possible ways, until the last drop of Palestinian blood.”  (February 2001, as reported by IDF Spokesman’s Office)

Reactions to Yassin from editorial pages around the world:

· “This man [Yassin] was as evil as they come, a spiritual brother of Osama bin Laden. He worked to subvert every attempt to bring peace to the region and had openly committed himself to the destruction of the Jewish state.” (The Detroit News, March 23, 2004)

· “In the long run, cutting off Hamas' head will prove a significant victory. Deprived of its leader, the group's attacks should decline…  No one need shed a tear for the sheik. No major Hamas bombing or missile attack on Israel was carried out without his personal approval.” (National Post, Canada, March 23, 2004)

· “Rather than just condemn Israel, the opponents of Sheikh Yassin's execution should ask themselves why a government should have no right to defend its people, Jews and Muslims alike, against such an implacable foe… practical Palestinian politicians who know the Jewish state cannot be destroyed will not regret the death of Sheikh Yassin. His death is one small step along the path away from perpetual war.” (The Australian, March 24, 2004) 

· “Being "spiritual leader" of Hamas is not like being the Archbishop of Canterbury. Ahmed Yassin was a Godfather of Terror, the man who founded the Palestinian killing machine and the inspiration for more than 50 suicide bomb attacks on Israel.” (The Sun, United Kingdom, March 23, 2004)

Some have criticized the elimination of Yassin on the grounds that it will provoke more terrorism, however: 

· IDF Chief of Staff Moshe Ya’alon, Defense Minister Shaul Mofaz and former Mossad heads Danny Yatom and Ephraim Halevy supported the operation.  While Ya’alon said Hamas’ motivation to attack Israelis in the short term may increase, “in the long term, the IDF action may create the condition for calming the situation and to reinforce the moderate players in the Palestinian arena.”


· In the past, keeping Hamas and its leaders on the run has disrupted the group’s operational ability.

· Last summer, when Israel unsuccessfully targeted the Hamas second-in-command, Abdel Aziz Rantisi, Hamas vowed a wave of suicide bombings.  Two weeks later, with its leaders forced to spend their days in hiding, Hamas agreed to accept a hiatus in its terror activity.

· Irrespective of the policies and actions of Israel, Hamas will continue to attack Israelis, as evidenced by its near daily terrorism attempts, most of which are thwarted by the Israeli security forces.  
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