FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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FORMER ISRAELI, PALESTINIAN COMBATANTS 

JOIN IN QUEST FOR PEACE

[St.Louis]--A former Israeli soldier, Shimon Katz and a former Palestinian combatant and prisoner, Sulaiman Al Hamri, will appear together on Sunday, January 28 at 2:30 p.m. at Central Reform Congregation, 5020 Waterman at Kingshighway, to advocate for non-violent alternatives for achieving a resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Members of the Israeli-Palestinian group Combatants for Peace, an innovative model for ending the violence, the speakers will come to St. Louis as part of a 22-city national U.S. tour sponsored by Brit Tzedek v’Shalom, the largest American Jewish peace movement dedicated to a negotiated two-state resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Music and Middle Eastern refreshments from their shared land and culture will be provided by  Children of Abraham, a St. Louis group of Jews and Palestinians co-sponsoring the event.  Other co-sponsors include Central Reform Congregation and Students for a Peaceful Palestinian-Israeli Future. Admission is free. 

Katz and Al Hamri will tell American Jewish audiences for the first time about their transition from veteran fighters to peace advocates. They will talk frankly about violent actions where they played a part and turning points where each recognized the limited utility of violence. They will report how their personal histories led them to believe that a negotiated two-state solution with international engagement is critical to the national aspirations of both Israelis and Palestinians.

Katz is an Israeli member of Combatants for Peace. At 18 he joined the army and served as an officer in an elite unit for four years. Later he traveled to the Far East and encountered Buddhist and non-violent philosphy. He is called up to serve in the army for a few weeks each year. “I now realize that serving in a combat unit is not something I believe in any more,” says Katz. “At this point in my life I clearly feel that I would rather go to jail than participate in the current occupation, or fight an unnecessary war like the one we fought against Lebanon.” 

Al Hamri is the Palestinian coordinator of Combatants for Peace. His long history of peace work includes co-founding Combatants for Peace in April 2005, and working with Israeli peace groups such as Taayoush. Al Hamri recently participated in the Swedish Human Rights Forum as a guest lecturer. He spent four-and-a-half years in Israeli prisons for his involvement in anti-occupation protests and demonstrations, before deciding to pursue a non-violent approach to resolving the conflict. 

Combatants for Peace was founded in 2005 by Israeli and Palestinian veterans. They hold meetings for veterans from both sides who have decided to put down their guns and fight for peace through dialogue, reconciliation and educational outreach. They see these non-violent means as the only opportunity to secure the futures of their respective people. Their goals are to end the Israeli occupation, halt the settlement project, and establish a Palestinian state with its capital in East Jerusalem, alongside the State of Israel.

The group also works to raise consciousness in the larger Israeli and Palestinian societies on the aspirations and fears of those on the “other side,” to create partners in dialogue. Through lectures, joint projects, non-violent demonstrations and media outreach, Combatants for Peace aims to educate both peoples about the merits of non-violent struggle and to put political pressure on both governments to stop the vicious cycle of violence and resume constructive dialogue.

Brit Tzedek v'Shalom, the Jewish Alliance for Justice and Peace (www.btvshalom.org), is a national  grassroots movement with more than 35,000 supporters and 39 chapters, that educates and mobilizes American Jews in support of a negotiated two-state resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

The Combatants for Peace movement (http://www.combatantsforpeace.org) was started jointly by Palestinians and Israelis, who have taken an active part in the cycle of violence; Israelis as soldiers in the Israeli army (IDF) and Palestinians as part of the violent struggle for Palestinian freedom. After brandishing weapons for so many years, and having seen one another only through weapon sights, they have decided to put down their guns, and to fight for peace.
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