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Upcoming 

Events 
Pizza in the BSKI Sukkah and Shabbat 
Dinner ......................................... October 2 
 

Sukkot.................................. October 2-10 
 

Hoshana Raba ......................... October 9 
 

Shemini Atzeret (with Yizkor) .................. 
.................................................. October 10 
 

Erev Simchat Torah with Klezundheit!.... 
.................................................. October 10 
 

Simchat Torah ........................ October 11 
 

60+ Program and Luncheon ................... 
.................................................. October 15 
 

Crown Center Shabbat ....... October 16 
 

Play and Pray ....................... October 17 
 

Celebration of the Animals. October 18 
 

Social Action Shabbat ......... October 24 
 

BSKI Book Club ..................... October 25 
 

Rabbi Skoffõs 50th Anniversary 
Celebration ............................ October 31 
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FROM THE RABBI: HARVEST JOY 

By the time 
you have this 
in your hands 
Yom Kippur 
will be a 
memory and 
Sukkot will be 
upon us. Our 
early sages 
called this 
festival 
HeChag, òThe 
Festival,ó and 
Zõman 
Simchateinu, 

òthe Season of our Rejoicing,ó partly in 
contrast to the High Holy Days which 
immediately precede it and which are 
considered days of judgment, and 
partly because the Torah explicitly 
states: òvesamachta bõchagechañyou 
shall rejoice on your festivaló 
(Deuteronomy 16:14). Sukkot comes in 
the fall, a time of harvest, of enjoying 
the fruits of oneõs summer labor. Itõs 
also a time to consider to what degree 
oneõs achievements have to do with 
circumstances beyond oneõs control, 
specifically the opportunities and 
blessings that come from our Creator. 
 
Experience can teach us just how little 
we can honestly take for granted, 
especially as we move from being the 
beneficiaries of our parentsõ generosity 
to becoming providers and care-givers 
ourselves. We donõt have a pretty nice 
roof over our head, a comfortable bed 
to sleep on and good food on the 
table just because we exist. How 
adequately we provide this for others 
depends on a whole host of 
circumstances outside our sphere of 
control: our health, the surrounding 
economy, the country we find ourselves 
in, the educational opportunities our 
parents made possible, the 
circumstances of our dependents, etc. 
 
More than ever before, Iõve become 
extremely conscious of blessings that I 
believe come ultimately, if not directly, 
from Godñsome as basic as the air I 
breathe and my ability to breathe it, to 
the love of my family and the 

opportunity to be a grandparent... and 
have my grandchild live in my home 
and see him every day. I suspect that 
until you actually become a 
grandparent you cannot know what it 
does to your heart to walk into a room, 
or come back from a dayõs work and 
see your grandchildõs eyes light up and 
his face burst into a smile. People told 
me just how special it would be to 
experience being a grandparent. From 
raising children myself I thought I could 
understand its joys, but I have to admit 
that I really didnõt have a clue! There is 
something so touching at these early 
months of life to see the innocence and 
the simplicity of soul in a human being. 
No room for òhead gamesó or sarcasm 
or meannessñjust basic needs: eating, 
sleeping, personal attention and the 
human touch. 
 
When youõve lived through so much 
that life has to offer and tried to sort 
out those things that have lasting value 
from those which may have seemed so 
attractive at the time but in the end 
turn out to be wilted flowers, becoming 
a grandparent provides a whole new 
way to experience and savor what life 
has to offer. In fact, part of what 
makes it so valuable is that your 
appreciation of it is based on what 
youõve experienced to this point: not 
taking things for granted! 
 
And so I look at other elements in my 
life with a different eye. Friday 
morning services at 7 am are usually a 
quiet affair. There are times when 
there are only three or four of us 
attending the minyan. Under these 
circumstances, being so far away from 
the requisite number for a minyan, we 
usually pray by ourselves at our own 
personal pace without the benefit of a 
leader. Itõs a time for quiet, personal 
meditation, and yet on this particular 
Friday I found myself filled with a 
sense of gratitude for those silent 
partners who were with me in their own 
prayer-spaces and for those previous 
generations of BSKI members and 
leaders who were responsible for the 
(continued on next page) 

Rabbi Mordecai Miller 

 

Please join us for these  
upcoming tõfillot 

 

Friday, October 2 
Erev Sukkot 

 
Saturday, October 3 

First Day of Sukkot 
 

Sunday, October 4 
Second Day of Sukkot 

 
Friday, October 9 

Hoshana Raba 
 

Saturday, October 10 
Shemini Atzeret 

 
Erev Simchat Torah 

 
Sunday, October 11 

Simchat Torah 
 

Saturday, October 17 
Torah Portion:  

Bereshit 
 

Saturday, October 24 
Torah Portion: 

Noach 
 

Saturday, October 31 

Torah Portion: 
Lech Lecha 

 
Rabbi Skoffõs  

50th Anniversary  
Celebration 

and Luncheon 
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FROM THE RABBI (CONT.) 
 
space where we were praying! At that 
very moment those few of us were the 
direct beneficiaries of the vision and 
generosity of those individuals, many no 
longer among the living, who had made 
this quiet, gentle room a reality. Those 
few of us were enjoying the fruits of 
their labors!   
 
In this regard I think of my immediate 
predecessor, Rabbi Benson Skoff, who in 
so many ways was hugely responsible 
for the wonderful surroundings, both 
physical and spiritual, in which I have 
found myself. Rabbi Skoff will be 
celebrating half a century since he 
arrived in St. Louis to assume our pulpit. 
We will have the opportunity to express 
our appreciation to him during Shabbat 
morning services on Saturday, October 
31st. 

Finally, I am profoundly touched by the 
creativity and the gift of expression, the 
brilliance of perception and thought of 
all those generations of Jewish leaders: 
scholars, prophets and priests and all 
those members of the Jewish People who 
left such a rich legacy that has survived 
to this dayñoften at great cost. The 
prayers that we were reciting that 
morning and every dayñthe inspiration, 
hope, wisdom and guidance contained in 
our Bible and the intellectual and 
emotional stimulation in Mishnah, Talmud 
and Midrash, as well as the works which 
were based on them and which have 
brought out some of the best in human 
intellectual ingenuity. How can I ever 
repay my parents and teachers who 
made me aware of this immortal 
treasure and whose gifts to me are mine 
to harvest every day? How can I 
adequately express my thanks to my 
wife and lifeõs partner for her generous 
support, her wisdom, her patience with 

me and her love over the years, despite 
my many faults and insensitivities? How 
do I communicate to my children how 
much their souls are part of mine, how 
their successes and frustrations become 
my own and how much I appreciate the 
challenges of living life òin a fishbowl?ó  
To you, my dear congregation of over 
eighteen years, for the lovely roof you 
have placed over my head, the 
livelihood you have provided me and 
the opportunity to serve and share your 
joys and your sorrows, your triumphs and 
your tragedies, always giving me the 
opportunity to learn and teach from text 
and personal experience, how do I 
adequately express my appreciation? 
 
So I will òrejoice on my festivaló grateful 
for this profound harvest that God has 
granted me. 
 
In friendship and affection, 
Rabbi Mordecai Miller 

 

BSKI/TAMSKY 
GIFT SHOP 

 
Hours: During Shaare Shalom  

10 am-noon  
or by appointment 

Call 314-725-6230 to arrange  
a shopping time 

 

Stop by and see whatõs new! 
 

Introducing 
The Brown Egg and the White Egg 

Written by our own  
Naomi Mazur Silvermintz 

Autographed copies available now 
 

Plus 
Delicious chocolates (including sugar-

free Demets Turtles) 
A real treat during the holidays 

 

 
òCome Shopping!ó 

THE BROWN EGG AND THE W HITE EGG 
 

Written by our own Naomi Mazur 
Silvermintz, this book is based on a 
story that Naomi has told to genera-
tions of her family. It is a simple 
story but has a profound message 
about tolerance that is easily under-
stood by children. This beautifully  

ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ .{YLΩǎ 
Tamsky Gift Shop for $12. Proceeds 
are generously being donated to 
pay for the new microphones in 
.{YLΩǎ !ƭƭŜƴ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΦ 



During this 
time of year 
as we gather 
with friends 
and family, 
we have the 
chance to 
look back 
and reflect 
on the past 
year. What 
went right, 
what went 
wrong, what 

we could 
have done differently, what went just 
the way we planned it. And, as we have 
talked about so much in the past few 
months we have had a chance to 
òCelebrate the past,ó and now we look 
toward a òVision of the Future.ó 
 
These are words which I wrote to you 
last year.  
 
But, guess what? The future is now here. 
We have hired two young and 
wonderful individuals who are showing 
us the òVision of the Future.ó A young 
cantor, Jay OõBrien, who brings youth, a 
beautiful voice and an enthusiasm to 
help Rabbi Miller guide our 
congregation spiritually. And, then, we 
have Roland Roth, Program Director 
extraordinaire. In the short time he has 
been at BSKI, Rolandõs changes and 
visions for a stronger future are already 
being felt and seen. Thank you both for 
the renewed energy and enthusiasm. 
 
We have so much to be thankful for at 
BSKI, yet we have so much further to go. 
As long as the BSKI family remains a 
strong vital community together there is 
much we can accomplish. We now have 
a very strong leadership staff, led by 
Rabbi Miller. With this staff in place, this 
year, BSKI can accomplish many 
wonderful things. We now need the 
congregation to get behind this staff 
and complete the circle to help move our 
synagogue forward into the future and 

help make BSKI what we want and need 
it to be. 
 
We are to look around at the miracle of 
creation and rejoice that we are a part 
of it. The energy we derive from each 
other must be used to repair the 
damage we have caused through 
mistakes and intentional acts toward one 
another. Repentance, prayer and 
charity (teshuvah, tefilah and tzedakah) 
temper Judgment's harsh decree.  
 
We are taught in the teachings of the 
High Holy Days that we have the ability 
to temper the severity of the ruling on 
our behavior through these three acts. In 
truth, by turning away from the path 
that led to the transgression, by praying 
for forgiveness, by working to repair the 
world by helping those in need, we 
indeed make the world a better place 
and our lives richer. We approached  
these days of awe with renewed 
purpose and energy as we strive to 
redeem ourselves and our world with 
positive action through true repentance, 
heartfelt prayer and acts of loving 
kindness. Or we can do nothing, 
paralyzed by our own fear, unable to 
act to affect our own redemption.  
 
What can you do? Well, for starters, I 
hope everyone has had the chance to 
participate in our Annual Campaign 
which will help insure the strength of our 
synagogue financially. Our goal is 
100% participation no matter how 
great or small the donation is. You can 
join our various clubs and committees 
and get involved at the planning level. 
Or, the least you can do is make sure 
you support BSKI activities, programs 
and youth groups by attending or 
donating to their causes. 
 
Gail, Paul, Jordan and I join together, 
with you, in this prayer for the New 
Year: òMay God, keep my tongue from 
evil, my lips from lies. Help me ignore 
those who slander me. Let me be humble 
before all. Open my heart to Your 

Torah, so that I may pursue Your 
Mitzvot. Frustrate the designs of those 
who plot evil against me. Make nothing 
of their schemes. Do so because of Your 
compassion, Your power, Your holiness 
and Your people. May the words of my 
mouth and the meditations of my heart 
be acceptable to You, my rock and my 
Redeemer. He who brings peace to His 
universe will bring peace to us and to all 
the people Israel. Amen.ó  
 
Thank you one and all for a great year 
last year, and may the next one be 
even better. 
 
L'Shanah Tova Tikateivu! May we all be 
inscribed in the Book of Life for a good 
and peace-filled New Year. Amen. 
 
BõShalom, 
Ricky Kodner 
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THE PRESIDENTõS PERSPECTIVE 

President Ricky Kodner 

OUR FUTURE IS HERE... 

SUKKOT  
IN THE BSKI SUKKAH! 

 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 pmñBuild your own edible sukkah               
& build your own (edible) mini-pizza 

 
6 pmñKabbalat Shabbat Services with 

Cantor Jay OõBrien 
 

7 pmñCatered Shabbat Dinner 
 

RSVP for the dinner by 9/29  
314-725-6230 or  

reservations@e-bski.org  
free/under 5, $8/kids 5-12, $12/adult 
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ROSH ROLANDõS W RITINGS 

òMy religion con-
sists of a humble 
admiration of the 
illimitable supe-
rior spirit who 
reveals himself in 
the slight details 
we are able to 
perceive with our 
frail and feeble 
mind.óñAlbert 
Einstein 
 

I believe in God. 
 
I believe that God is the source of our 
universe, is the source of our being, is the 
answer to the òHow did that just  
happen?ó 
 
I believe that the more we learn about 
the origins of humankind, the more ques-
tions we find, the more we shake our 
heads at the miracle of life and of living. 
 
When I was a little boy in Guadalajara, 
Mexico, I found a little dog and 
begged, begged, my mother to allow us 
to keep him. After three days she re-
lented and we took Duke into our home 
as a member of our family. I named him 
Duke because the only two shows on TV 
in English were The Dukes of Hazard and 
Sesame Street. Duke came to us with a 
broken leg and when we took him to the 
veterinarian to get his leg fixed we 

found out that, well, Duke was a girl and 
therefore became Dutchess. 
   
Dutchess was part of my life for over a 
decade. She taught me the responsibility 
of caring for another live being. She 
taught me empathy for those who canõt 
care for themselves. And she taught me 
that God blesses some of Godõs crea-
tures with the ability to talkéand others 
the ability to communicate in other ways. 
 
This month we read from the beginning 
of the Torah, starting with the first parsha 
(portion), Beresheit (Genesis). The follow-
ing week we read the Noah narrative in 
Parshat Noah. This is my favorite portion 
of the Torah. It is all about a man, a 
righteous man, who has the foresight to 
build an Ark to house two of every kind, 
plus his large family. Reading Noah al-
ways made me appreciate nature more, 
made me appreciate family more, and 
made me appreciate animals more. 
 
My friend and mentor, Rabbi Michael 
Beals, created a program a few years 
ago with his veterinarian wife, Dr. Elissa 
Green Beals, honoring our pets, both 
current and those deceased. This pro-
gram, titled òA Celebration of the Ani-
malsó is something that when I first hear 
of it, to be honest, I thought was a bit 
kooky. Who really needs to honor their 
pets? Who would participate? 
 

Turns out, animal lovers exist in all age 
groups, all affiliation backgrounds, and 
all observance levels. 
 
So, I hope youõll join us on Sunday, 
October 18, here at BSKI, from 12:15 
pm ð 1:15 pm, as we gather outside, 
with our animals (leashed, crated, in 
fishbowls, or in pictures), and sing 
songs honoring our animals, tell sto-
ries of our furry friends, and share our 
gratitude for our animal friends. Free, 
open to all, no need to RSVP. Just 
come. 
 
Dutchess was part of my life well past 
college.  I was living on a kibbutz called 
Hazorea, which is next to Yokenam (our 
sister city), when I got the call that 
Dutchess had died. Other than the news 
that my great-grandmother had died 
this was the only time I cried that whole 
year abroad. 
 
Itõs only appropriate that as we read 
Parshat Noah we take the time to give 
thanks for our pets, for the animals in 
nature, and for the goodness of our 
planetõs resources. I hope to see you 
here, then. 
 
Shalom, 
Roland Roth 
Director of Programming 
roland@e-bski.org 

GIVING THANKS FOR THE òOTHERó MEMBERS OF OUR FAMILIES 

Roland Roth 

CELEBRATION OF THE ANIMALS 
(in conjunction with the reading of the Noah narrative) 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18 
12:15 - 1:15 @ BSKI 

 
Bring your dogs (on leash), your cats (in travel containers), your fish (in their bowls), 

your snakes (already fed), and your gerbils (with treadmills)... 
 

and join Rabbi Miller, Rosh Roland, and Cantor Jay as we sing songs celebrating our fami-
liesõ other membersé and celebrate all things animal!  

Photos of pets also welcome. 
 

Free and open to all.  No RSVP required.  Just come. 
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SHAARE SHALOM NEWS 
Here we sit, halfway through the 
holiday season. So much has already 
happened and yet in the Shaare Shalom 
Religious School we are just at the very 
beginning. First of all, it is not too late to 
enroll your child in SSRS. Sure, he or she 
may have missed some classes but be 
that as it may we will still welcome 
everyone with open arms. We have 
some great new teachers and new 
programs and we always have room for 
one more student. If you are unsure if 
SSRS is right for your child, please 
contact me through one of the 
synagogue offices and we can talk. 
SSRS is committed to building a warm, 
welcoming, educational and thoughtful 
community and we believe that we are 
succeeding. Drop by for a visit so we 
can show you what we are up to. 
  
Due to the holidays, October will be an 

on again off again month. We will not 
be having classes on Sunday, October 4 
and 11 due to Sukkot and Simchat 
Torah. However, we will be meeting on 
most of the Mondays and Wednesdays 
throughout the month. On Sunday, 
October 18 we will be having a special 
event for 5th, 6th and 7th graders and 
their parents, òPutting God on the Guest 
List.ó It will be a fun, educational, 
interactive morning that will help 
families as they approach this very 
special time to think about what is really 
important. All 5th and 6th grade 
families whether in Shaare Shalom or 
not are invited to join, just call the SSRS 
office to make a reservation. There will 
be no SSRS on Monday, October 19, as 
we will be having our Back to School 
Night at BSKI from 7-8:30 pm. All of the 
teachers will be available to meet with 
parents to talk about what we have 

planned for the coming year. Please 
make every effort to attend.  
  
Thank you to everyone who came to 
Tashlich at the Confluence. It was a 
great morning. We look forward to 
doing it again next year. If you would 
like to volunteer to begin planning next 
yearõs trip, please call me through the 
office. 
  
I love Sukkot and the change in weather 
that accompanies it. I hope you take 
some time to sit in a sukkah with your 
family and to enjoy the crisp air and 
blessings that God provides for us 
everyday. 
 
Michael S. Raileanu, M.A.Ed. 
mraileanu613@gmail.com 
Teach your passion to someone! 
 


