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Upcoming 

Events 
Blumenthal Memorial Concert............... 
 ............................................ November 1 
 

Scholar-in-Residence Weekend ........... 
 ................................... November 13-15 
 

Torah Talk ....................... November 21 
 

Play and Pray................ November 21 
 

Family Service ................ November 21 
 

Weekend of Twinning . December 4-6 
 

Family Movie Night ......... December 5 
 

Chanukah .................. December 11-19 
 

Crown Center Shabbat .......................... 
 ........................................... December 18 
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FROM THE RABBI: EARLY RECOGNITION 

Have you ever 
read the 
Declaration of 
Independence?  
I suspect you 
may have 
been surprised 
at what it 
turned out to 
be: a 
reasoned 
argument to 
justify the 
American 
Revolution and 

consequently the establishment of the 
United States and its government. Over 
two hundred years later, no-one really 
questions the legitimacy of our country 
to exist. The world of nations all but 
takes it for granted. The same is true 
for the vast majority of the worldõs 
countriesña notable exception being 
the Jewish State. Given the current 
political climate, we can appreciate the 
significance of President Trumanõs 
decision to recognize the independence 
of the State of Israel back in 1948 on 
behalf of the United States. 
 
What is even more fascinating is the 
very first comment made by the dean 
of Jewish Biblical commentators, Rabbi 
Solomon son of Isaac, better known as 
Rashi. Rashi lived in the 11th century in 
Troyes, France.  He used his 
commentary on the Bible to present 
much older sources, many originating in 
the time of the first century or earlier, in 
a way that might be accessible to his 
readers so that they could understand 
the basic, contextual meaning of the 
Scriptures. In this first comment on the 
Torah, Genesis 1:1, Rashi quotes a 
òRabbi Isaacó who asks a fundamental 
question: Why doesnõt the Torah begin 
with Exodus 12:1 which cites the very 
first mitzvah that God commands the 
Children of Israel? After all, isnõt the 
fundamental purpose of the Torah to 
reveal the Will of God so that humans 
can live significant lives? What is the 
point of describing Creation? 
 
The answer Rashi provides is far from 

obvious! He cites a verse from Psalm 
111 to prove his subsequent answer, 
òThe power of His works He told His 
people to give them an inheritance of 
nations.ó He then goes on to explain: 
òShould the nations of the world accuse 
Israel of being nothing short of bandits 
in conquering the lands of the Seven 
(Canaanite) Nations, Israel can respond 
by saying, ô(The fact that the Bible tells 
us that God created the world) means 
that God has ultimate title to the land; 
in the past He allotted it to the 
Canaanites and subsequently He took it 
from them and gave it to us.õó  
 
Some points of interest: 
 
Å Clearly the issue of recognizing the 
legitimacy of the Jewish People to a 
homeland goes back millennia! 
 
Å The question of òmoral groundsó (for 
any nation) cannot be argued in a 
compelling way without appealing to 
Divine authority. The Declaration of 
Independence (and Israel has one too!) 
is an argument to support the claim of 
legitimacy, not a compelling proof. 
 
Å òRight by conquestó would undermine 
the moral foundation of the Torah. 
 
Å The important question with regard to 
the legitimacy of the Jewish Peopleõs 
claim to the Land of Israel becomes: 
Does the nation continue to deserve 
Divine favor since failure to follow 
Godõs commands may well result in 
expulsion? In point of fact, this is a 
fundamental lesson that Biblical history 
would have us learn! 
 
Who would have thought that Rashiõs 
first comment on the Bible would carry 
such contemporary weight? 
 
Shalom, 
Rabbi Mordecai Miller 

Rabbi Mordecai Miller 

Please join us for these  
upcoming tõfillot 

 
 

Saturday, November 7 
Torah Portion:  

Vayera 
 
 

Saturday, November 14 
Torah Portion:  
Chayei Sarah 

 
 

Saturday, November 21 
Torah Portion: 

Toldot 
Play and Pray 
Family Service 

Torah Talk  
 
 

Saturday, November 28 
Torah Portion:  

Vayetze 

ZICHRAM LIVRACHA 
 

We deeply grieve  
the passing of 

 
Elizabeth Gould 

Sedelle Katz 
Sylvia Kodner Rothberg 

Marcella Segall 
Charles Seigel 

 
May their souls be  

bound up in the bonds of eternal life 
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ROSH ROLANDõS W RITINGS 

òGreat job! 
Really, that pro-
gram was ôA 
plusõ,ó said BSKI 
President Rick 
Kodner to me a 
few weeks ago at 
the end of an 
evening. 
 
It wasnõt just any 
evening, it was 
Erev Sukkot,  

and we had just wrapped up a night 
that included children and families mak-
ing edible sukkot and personal pizzas at 
5 pm, a Kabbalat Shabbat service at 6 
pm, and a Congregational Dinner at 7 
pm. 
 
So what was it that made the program 
òA+ó? Well, it went way beyond me 
and my work, thatõs for sure. It was a 
smashing success because of many peo-
ple doing many things, both on the pro-
fessional staff level and on the lay lead-
ership level. This monthõs article will 
break down this great night and shine 
light on what, in my opinion, led it to be 
such a success. 
 
The Background (Pre-Event) 
 
We started publicizing the night/event 
well in advance. We made posters and 
placed them in places where people 
would see them during Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur. We made fliers and 
displayed them both in Founderõs Hall 
and on a table outside the Zorensky 
Chapel. The schedule was in the Shabbat 
Sheet and the flier was downloadable 
from our revamped website. The cata-
lyst, in my opinion, happened when Joy 
Fisher raised her hand at the end of the 
Family Service on Yom Kippur and re-
minded/encouraged me to mention it to 
the wonderful (and captive) audience 
present. 
 
 
 

The Actual Program 
 
The event had components that we 
knew from experience worked. A great 
program doesnõt have to be completely 
unique or innovative. If thereõs something 
thatõs worked in the past, either here or 
other places, itõs a good idea to try it 
again, tweaking it for the new audience 
and new year. Components that we 
knew worked included: 

¶ having a childrenõs component at an 
hour that children and families could 
make it and making sure a snack 
would be served 

¶ having a Kabbalat Shabbat service 
that was more òfamily-friendlyó with 
additional songs, yet keeping the 
service to under an hour 

¶ having a dinner that was delicious, 
nutritious, kid-friendly, and not too 
expensive 

For many reasons, these three bullets hit 
their target. The childrenõs program 
worked because parents brought their 
kids and the kids were excited (yeah, 
we built it up during that Family Service 
on Yom Kippur!) and because other 
adults, like Todd Kaufman and his fi-
ance Anya Corson, jumped into the fun 
and were great helpers. USY President 
Rachel Shilcrat also leaped into the fray 
and helped kids make pizzas and edible 
sukkot. Harvey Leader, BSKI Executive 
Director, leant a hand with getting trash 
cans ready and by bringing the pizzas 
to the kitchen and back when they were 
cooked and ready. Our custodial staff 
of Priya Gupta and Matt Pellerito had 
the tables and chairs all set up in the 
sukkah as requested so when I arrived 
all I had to do was put out the materials 
and we were ready to go! The biggest 
reason the 5pm part was a success?  
Because parents were present: nobody 
dropped off their kids and then were 
absent. Everyone was there.  Even our 
Kadima Co-Presidents, Jordan Kodner 
and Paul Kodner, and their parents, 
were there helping out, getting names on 
plates so that everyone ate their own 
edible sukkah. 

The Kabbalat Shabbat service was sim-
ply awesome. Rabbi Mordecai Miller 
and Cantorial Soloist Jay OõBrien took 
the make-it-kid-friendly mantle and ran 
with it! Having it in Foundersõ Hall set the 
tone that òthis is gonna be different.ó 
Having seating in the round (thanks to 
our custodial team) made the feeling 
more intimate. Having all the families 
there made it simply wonderful! Even 
those present who did not have children 
there commented on how wonderful it 
felt to have such a large number of 
young families present. Keeping the ser-
vice length to under an hour made fami-
lies with little children feel comfortable 
that if they could just hang tight for an 
hour, theyõd be on their way to dinner. 
Little did they realize that Rabbi Miller 
and Cantor Jay would make it so much 
fun and so interactive! 
 
And then, we dined, and when I say òwe 
dined,ó I mean we dinedé like royalty. 
Honestly, thanks to BSKI Chef Paula 
Hamvas and her staff, we had the most 
amazing stuffed cabbage that at least I 
ever had. Almost a hundred people 
filled our social hall with laughter, with 
filled tummies, and with new and 
strengthened friendships. While parents 
and older youth ate, a couple adults 
staffed the BSKI sukkah where kids were 
welcomed back in for a òpaper chain 
making contest.ó Thanks to pre-cut strips 
of newspaper (saving our planetõs lim-
ited resources) and mini-staplers pur-
chased well in advance by Elizabeth 
Gartenberg, who was instrumental in 
making the High Holy Days youth pro-
gramming and childcare such a success, 
a paper chain extending the entire in-
side of the sukkah, and then some, was 
created. The kids had a blast making the 
chain and the parents enjoyed the rare 
opportunity to dine with other adults at 
BSKI while their children were safe and 
supervised. 
 
(continued on page 4) 
 
 

DEFINING SUCCESS: WHAT MAKES A GREAT PROGRAM...GREAT? 

Roland Roth 



When you 
are at the 
synagogue, 
you hear 
many sayings 
being thrown 
around. What 
do they 
mean? How 
do you use 
them? When 
do you use 
them?   
 
 

Shabbat Shalom  
(shah-BAHT shah-LOHM)  
Hebrew. Literally, Sabbath peace or 
peaceful Sabbath. This is an appropriate 
greeting at any time on Shabbat.  
 
Gut Shabbes  
(GUT SHAH-biss; gut rhymes with put)  
Yiddish. Literally, good Sabbath. Like 
Shabbat shalom, this is a general, all-
purpose Shabbat greeting. In my 
experience, gut Shabbes is more likely to 
be used in general conversation or when 
greeting people, while Shabbat shalom is 
more commonly used at the conclusion of 
a service.  
 

Shavua Tov (shah-VOO-ah TOHV)  
Hebrew. Literally, good week. This 
greeting is used after Havdalah (the 
ceremony marking the conclusion of 
Shabbat), to wish someone a good 
forthcoming week.  
 
Chag Sameach  
(KHAHG sah-MEHY-ahkh)  
Hebrew. Literally, joyous festival. This is 
an appropriate greeting for just about 
any holiday, but itõs especially 
appropriate for Sukkot, Shavuot and 
Pesach (Passover), which are technically 
the only festivals (the other holidays are 
holidays, not festivals).  
 
Gut Yontiff  
(GUT YAHN-tiff; gut rhymes with put)  
Yiddish. Literally, good holiday. This 
greeting can be used for any holiday, 
not necessarily a festival.  
 
L'Shanah Tovah (li-SHAH-nuh TOH-vuh; 
li-shah-NAH toh-VAH)  
Hebrew. Literally, for a good year. A 
common greeting during Rosh Hashanah 
and the Days of Awe. It is an 
abbreviation of L'shanah tovah tikatev 
v'taihatem (May you be inscribed and 
sealed for a good year).   
 

Mazel Tov (MAH-zl TAWV)  
Yiddish/Hebrew. Literally, good luck. This 
is the traditional way of expressing 
congratulations. òMazel tov!ó is the 
correct and traditional response upon 
hearing that a person has gotten 
engaged or married, has had a child, or 
has become a bar mitzvah. It can be 
used to congratulate someone for getting 
a new job, graduating from college, or 
any other happy event. Note that this 
term is not used in the way that the 
expression ògood luckó is used in English. 
Rather, it is an expression of pleasure at 
the good luck someone has already had.  
 
L'Chayim (li-KHAY-eem)  
Yiddish/Hebrew. Literally, to life. The 
toast you offer before drinking wine or 
other alcoholic beverages, used the way 
you would use òCheers!ó in English.  
  
Lastly, did you know you can help BSKI 
and honor and/or memorialize a 
relative, friend or event by purchasing a 
mezuzah, for one of the many doors at 
the synagogue? Call Harvey Leader, in 
the office, for details, 314-725-6230. 
 
BõShalom, 
Ricky Kodner 
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THE PRESIDENTõS PERSPECTIVE 

President Ricky Kodner 

UPCOMING DEADLINES 
 

The deadline for the December issue 
will be November 5. 

 
The deadline for the January issue 

will be December 6. 
 

Please note that submissions received 
after the deadline cannot be guaran-

teed space in the issue. Send your 
submissions to bskibulletin@gmail.com 

or send a typed copy to the office. 
 

THANK YOU! 

Post-Program Review 
 
People left that night feeling good about 
BSKI, about their connections to our 
clergy and professional staff, about new 
and existing friendships, and about how 
their children viewed our shul. They saw 
poster after poster listing upcoming 
events and heard from BSKI President 
Rick Kodner that there is simply a lot 
happening now and in the immediate 
future here at BSKI. On a youth level our 
Kadima and USY groups have each had 
successful events that continue to grow 
their membership rolls. The USY Kinnus 
conference over Thanksgiving, this year in 
Kansas City, will boast the largest BSKI 
USY contingent in years. Our new 3rd Fri-

days program, for people in their 20õs 
and 30õs (couples and singles), continues  
to grow on a grass-roots level. 
 
What made that night most successful, in 
my opinion, is that spontaneous ideas for 
future programs were generated by 
people just relaxing together over a nice 
kosher meal. A few congregants ap-
proached me that night and in the follow-
ing days and said òRosh Roland, how 
about we do some ballroom dancing les-
sons here at BSKI?ó 
 
And just hearing that made the night an 
A+, for sure. 
 
Rosh Roland Roth 

W HATõS BEHIND THAT SAYING? 

ROSH ROLAND (FROM PAGE 3) 

http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/shabbat.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/havdalah.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/sukkot.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/shavuot.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/pesach.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/rosh.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/days.htm
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

THE SECOND ANNUAL  
DR. HERMAN BLUMENTHAL  

MEMORIAL CONCERT 
 

TO BENEFIT THE SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 
AT BRITH SHOLOM KNESETH ISRAEL 

 
NOVEMBER 1 

2 PM 
$10 AT THE DOOR 

 
FRED BLUMENTHAL, PIANO 

ASSISTED BY NUMEROUS FRIENDS 
 
Dr. Fred Blumenthal, who is director of the adult volunteer choir for High Holy 
Days at Brith Sholom Kneseth Israel, performed the first such concert a year 
ago, in memory of his father, and as a fundraiser for the Social Action Com-
mittee at BSKI.   
 
There is contained in the Eil Male Rachamim prayer that Fred sang at his fa-
therõs funeral a vow to do acts of charity in memory of the deceased, and so 
the concept for these performances was formed. The musician wanted to do 
what he does, music, not only as a memorial for the departed, but also as an 
act of charity. 
 
Dr. Herman Blumenthal was born in New York City, grew up in New Jersey, 
and attended Rutgers and the University of Pennsylvania before receiving a 
Ph.D. in pathology and MD degree from Washington University. After serving 
in the US Army in World War II he worked briefly in Louisville, Kentucky be-
fore returning to St. Louis to become Associate Professor of Pathology at St. 
Louis University School of Medicine, and later pathologist and Director of 
Laboratories at Jewish Hospital and the Veterans Hospital at Jefferson Bar-
racks. In the early 1960s he founded Midwest Medical Laboratory, and con-
ducted research throughout his career, specializing in arteriosclerosis, diseases 
of aging, and topics in public health. He passed away November 5th, 2007 at 
the age of 94. 
 
Fred Blumenthal is a native of St. Louis who attended Ithaca College and 
Washington University, earning a Ph.D. in musicology at the latter.  In addition 
to his work at BSKI he teaches piano privately, and has taught public school, 
written music criticism, announced classical music on the radio and repaired 
pianos, plus writing and arranging music.  He has been a vice-president of the 
Guild of Temple Musicians, and is immediate past president of the St. Louis 
Circle of Jewish Music. 

JUNIOR  
CONGREGATION! 

just about every 
Shabbat Morning 

 
10:30 am - 12 pm with "Rosh" Roland 
(BSKIõs new Director of Programming) 

 
Open to  

Youth  
7ish - 12ish! 

 
Get Credit for Shaare Shalomõs  
òBowling with the Rabbió contest! 

 
Questions? Call/text "Rosh" Roland at 

314-973-9396  
or email roland@e-bski.org.  

TORAH TALK 
NOVEMBER 21 

 
Parsha Toldot is a tale of deception 
and family dysfunction, not a story of 
brotherly love nor of fair and bal-
anced parenting. This is the story of 
Isaacõs family, of his sons who started 
fighting in utero, the famous story of 
how Jacob tricked the birthright and 
blessing from Esau with his motherõs 
help. Our patriarchs are not saintly, 
but flawed and complicated charac-
ters which gives us much to discuss. 
Why do we revere and claim our 
heritage from a liar and cheat? What 
an immorality tale!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us in the library after the oneg 
for a spirited conversation. No prior 
attendance needed, just a desire to 
delve into our traditional text and 
find new meaning. 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13 
6 PM 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service and Dinner 
Topic: òMy Theological Autobiography: From Fundamentalist  BaõAl Teshuvah 
to Liberal Theologian.ó 

 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14 
12 PM (AFTER MORNING SERVICES)  
Lunch & Learn  
Topic: òImages of God in the Torah: An Interactive Text Study (Job, Akeidah, 
and More!) 
 

8 PM  
Creating, Defining, and Putting to Paper Your Personal Theology 
(for Parents of Young Children)  
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15 
10:15 AM 
Address to Shaare Shalom School  
 

All events are free (except the dinner) and open to the public.  
RSVP for the dinner by 11/10 to 314-725-6230 or reservations@e-bski.org. 

 
The Scholar-in-Residence Program is brought to you by the generosity of Cillia 

Rotman Haffner, life-long champion of adult Jewish learning. 
Cillia Rotman Haffner 

THE BSKI ADULT EDUCATION  
COMMITTEE PROUDLY WELCOMES 

DR. NEIL GILLMAN  
SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE 

NOTED JEWISH STUDIES PROFESSOR, THINKER, 
AND PILLAR OF THE CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENT 

NOVEMBER 13 - 15, 2009 
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About Dr. Gillman: 

 
A popular speaker and 

teacher, Dr. Gillman has 
served as scholar-in-

residence in many Conserva-
tive and Reform congrega-

tions. In the summer of 2002, 
Dr. Gillman taught two 
courses on the philosophies 

of Mordecai Kaplan and 
Abraham Joshua Heschel at the Russian State University 

of the Humanities in Moscow on behalf of the Jewish 
Theological Seminaryõs (JTS) Project Judaica.  

 
Dr. Gillman is the Aaron Rabinowitz and Simon H. Rifkind 

Professor of Jewish Philosophy at JTS. 
As of July 2009, Dr. Gillman became Professor Emeritus 
of Jewish Thought at JTS. Dr. Gillman was honored by  

Conservative Judaism magazine, which dedicated its 
Fall/Winter 2008ð2009 issue to him in honor of his re-

tirement. 
A native of Quebec City, Dr. Neil Gillman graduated 

from McGill University in 1954, was ordained at JTS in 
1960, and received his PhD in Philosophy from Columbia  

University in 1975.  
 
Dr. Gillman is the author of several books and essays, 

including  
 

* Sacred Fragments: Recovering Theology for the Modern 
Jew (winner of the 1991 National Jewish Book Award in 

Jewish Thought and translated into Spanish and Portu-
guese)  

* Conservative Judaism: A New Century  
* The Way Into Encountering God in Judaism  
* Gabriel Marcel on Religious Knowledge; 

* The Death of Death: Resurrection and Immortality in 
 Jewish Thought (translated into Czech)  

* The Jewish Approach to God: A Brief Introduction for 
 Christians  

* Traces of God: Seeing God in Torah, History, and  
 Everyday Life 

 
One of Dr. Gillmanõs essays, an excursus on  
eschatology, appeared in Etz Hayim: Torah and  

Commentary (ed. David Lieber, 2001).  
 

 

His most recent book is           

Doing Jewish Theology: God, Torah, 
and Israel in Modern Judaism. 

 
In addition to having been a 

regular contributor to the 
òSabbath Weekó  column in the 

Jewish Week, Dr. Gillman is also a 
member of Shõma Advisory  
Committee and served on the 

Commission on the Philosophy of 
Conservative Judaism, which  produced Emet Ve'Emunah, 

the first statement of  principles for Conservative Juda-
ism. Dr. Gillman also serves as a Faculty Fellow at The 

Skirball Center for Adult Jewish Learning at Congrega-
tion Emanu-El in New York City. 

Engaging, dynamic, quality adult  
learning opportunitiesé  
Itõs Happening at BSKI! 

 


