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FROM THE RABBL DOING W HAT DOESNG COME NATURALLY

One of the  longed, even ached, for somettiing

t hi ngs possession or dposdivonly to
discovered asdiscover that the fulfillment of that

I 6 ve ¢ rdesiwenatbest, failed to live up to our

older is a expectations, and at worst, turned out Please jOin us fOI’ these

sense of how to be our worst nightmare. i
importantitiso Ant i ci pation is 9Pp% (l)'lfptchce) rpllegs%ret
togetbacktoat t ai nment! 6 Quitejoften, thos t hlji nc
fundamentals.that we value least may turn out to be

It seems that our greatest source of comfort and

there are pleasure. | can think back on Satu rday June 6

many aspects friendships of today that started out in T

of life that we very modest almost imperceptibie Torah Portion:

_ Tows - simply ways and relationships that came to

Rabbi Mordecai Miller 5ssyme we  sad conclusions which began with such Naso
know or understampdmisend dondt take {qhe

time to really think about. As a result .
we might not realize the faeaching If following the mitzvot or even just the Youth Service
i mplications of {Tén€ommamimentawece intaitva, just f g s .

Take, for example, the common wordike eating and breathing or personal
0OTorah. 6 How manpupeoplé , reakyzeouhandt have had tlo
it is linked to the same womh¢relor wr i t t en! |t i snodt hatr.al n o t 0 ake
morah whi ch means nmaheiravail eovef, steal or commit Sjathday, june 13

Consequently 0T o adltedi theyareaahgmntdmeaneaIIS C)-IF(%rah Portion:

oTeachingdé or 0l mautertongreateoan léssef extanp, i t -

or ol o6), in othedewends’;ngGoaﬁanTéanllhi\/lhBa'ﬁahﬁaOmak]ert.‘

or oDivine Instru¢tioeombd natural tp place the God |owtl
brought us out of he | and of Egyp|to

Since this is title of our most sacred the ultimate source of our loyalty and
books, we could infer that our missiohia v e , to ohonor ou father and o
life is to learn and that quite possiblymot her 6 and certai pl ySaatUFdﬁy,oj:Uﬂe id e
the fundamental role of Godinthe Sabbat h day and kefpp i I 5.~k hels e
world is to be...a Teacher! Our teachare all learned behaviofs by virtue TOF&H Pbrti’on.
of the culture in which we live or as a Shelach Lecha
Taking this one step further: if the  conscious act on our own parts.
purpose of life is to learn, then every

experience that we have is an The subtext of the Torah is, | believe, ;
opportunity for I0O®ai mgngvhalktt dbdesa®§t c gr#(! Mltotztvg‘haplfl yl!

make a difference how pleasantor That 6s precisely why iMatthew Goulde
unpleasant that experience mayfbe written down.
we can still learn from it. The value of

our lives has nothing to do withhow Whi | e it i sndét inthiti Y@Uth rSérgibér a
much we amass in terms of power, studying Torah might well be one of
money or fame; it has everything to dbe most significainteven

with what life has taught us. In this pleasurabl@é acts we can perform in
sense, success in life becomes far ntbeecourse of a lifetime. Imagine!

(@}

accessible to every human being. tEr);Sir(ig;/lering God as your personal Satu rday’ June 27
People are teachabfet hat 8s a very Torah Portion:
special gift that we have as human Best wishes for a summer of Korach

bei ngs. I t s t he fundampeats discaveryo f i nt ui §i ve.

Sometimes we follow our intuitions and

they lead us perfectly; but it seems thabbi Mordecai Miller
just as oftein if not more oftefi they

can lead us astray. How often have we
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UPCOMING
DEADLINES

The deadline for the July issue
will be June 5.

The deadline for the August
issue will be July 5.

BAR MITZVAH OF BAT MITZVAH OF
MATTHEW GOULD JENNAHERES
SON OF DAUGHTER OF THANK YoU!
NATHAN AND ILENEGOULD NINO AND CHERYLHERES
JUNE 20, 2009 JuLy 11, 2009

BSKI| 8 YsGOODBYETO OFFICECOORDINATORMEIR ZIMAND

It is with a sad heart that we bid fare- Meir enjoyed his work at BSKI. Quite cess as he leaves us. All of us have been
well to Meir Zimand, our BSKI Office often he and Rachel, his wife, and theiserved through the tasks that he has per-
Coordinator. Son of Rabbi Ephraim antivo sons, Asher and Levi, would attentbrmed to the best of his ability and with
Esther Zimand, who formerly served Toar Purim Carnival and other celebra- such a spirit of dedication.
ditional Congregation, Meir has worketions though their home is in the Ortho-
loyally and diligently in our synagoguedox community. May we meet in the future on simchas.
of fice. When he answers the phone, Todah tabals
i's Meir Zi mand, ma@verthe pabtéel peary, wauhavé bufit e
really means it. up a considerable deficit in our annualThank you, friend!

budget. Our committee on Finance an&abbi Mordecai Miller
In addition to performing bookkeeping Budget were charged with the task of
and other clerical tasks, Meir was of addressing this critical shortfall. It was
great assistance to our congregation determined that the Personnel Commit-I
serving aMashgiachThis task could betee needed to review operations and
as simple as checking labels on food see what might be done to cut back on
packages and as complicated as overexpenses. It was only after very painful
seeing the task of making dieishig deliberations that the decision was mal
kitchen kosher for Pesach. Meir often to trim our office staff. At the same time,
filled the task ofShammdsa making surearrangements were made to make SUrernank You
that the Sifrei Torah were set at their that Meir and his family would retain a Meir Ziman'd
appropriate spot for festival readings, high measure of financial security in the
and making sure that we could easily coming year and until he could find fur-
identify which Torahs were set at whicther employment.
place.

would like to thank BSKI for giving
me the opportunity to work with you
for the past 7 years. It has been a
onderful experience and | will truly
iSs everyone.

We wish Meir and his family much suc-
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THE PRESIDENTS PERSPECTIVE ONE YEAR DOWN

Itis hard to Committee, for their hours of tireless Shabbat and Holiday services do not
believe that work put in to make difficult decisionshappen without a tremendous amount of
my first year They are among the many volunteerswork; so, when you see them, please

as Presidentthat make BSKI the warm, caring andthank Jeanne, Harvey and all the

of Brith vibrant place that it is. | believe that thiSabbaim for their efforts. In addition,
Sholom is what gives BSKI its distinct charact@tease let the rest of our stéffthe
Kneseth compared to other synagogues. Evenyffice, the maintenance staff, the
Israel has year, many of our congregants support stafi know that you

come to a volunteer their time and energy. As a appreciate their hard work in
close. The community, we are extremely gratefulmaintaining our community.
year has and utterly reliant on donations of both
certainly time and money to survive. Thank youAtod lastly| want toturn our attention to
gone by all our volunteers and donors for yourRabbi Miller, who has leaur Shabbat
_ _ very quickly generous support. and Holiday services here at BSKI for
President Ricky Kodnergng relatively nearly eighteen years. His depth of
smoothly.  Our Adult Education had a banner ye&nowledge, sincerity of heart, and love
There are always a few bumpsinthel n addi ti on t o o uofJudaienmhave infusedtiesersentices.
road, but overal ITaltkdés (bleeeanr mai npg estetsysi ons f ol |l owi ng
good year. Shabbat Kiddush) and our Adult Lecturaank you for sharing this last year with
series which has drawn record numberse and BSKI, and please stay with us
It has been my honor and privilege, ashey have reinstituted our Book of thethroughout the next year. It promises to
we each contemplate the last year goionth Club and are in the process ofbe a meaningful and exciting journey
by, to serve as President of our planning more in the upcomingyear. ( but hopeful ly not
synagogue. It is said that there isa We invite each of you to participate ineach of us.
Chinese cur se 0 Maayyapdaallofthe Jewesh éducational
i nteresting t i me sopportulites that BSKI has to affer. @& fSihmil toenl, y
been an interesting year as BSKI has Ricky Kodner
gone through a series of major Mends Club, Womend6s League and our
transitions. Hazzan Dan Gross has  Social Action Committees have all
graduated from school and will be  provided us fun and interesting
taking a job up east. Shortly thereafteprogramming. Our Membership
Aaron OG6Bri en an dComlmitted laedotterSackitkastarhly € MAZEL TOV
announced that they will not be inviting new members to join for one ; . :
returning as USY/Kadima Youth year free of membership dues. This  10: Karen & Keith Zeff on the birth
Directors. Last but not least, due to  allows people to try us out without the ©f @ New grandson. Proud parents
budgetary concerns, we had to reducéite of personal financial outlay. are Dana & Eric Emmenegger.
our office staff and we bid farewell to ;
our Office Coordinator of seven yearsUnfortunately, this year, as we face a 10 Anya Corson and Todd Kaufman
and friend, Meir Zimand. We have  national economic crisis, some of thos @nd their families on their
secured the ser viourdSK cofmmuhity wil dbEbtedlye €Ngagement.
step in as Hazzan and are currently affected. Some of us may find ourselv
interviewing for a USY/Kadima Youth unable to afford our membership or
Director and the renewed position of school tuition or will need the help and
Program Director. So, by June, we ar¢hi@ warm embrace of the community t
the position of restaffing three of our get through these difficult times. Of
major professional leadership cour s e, Rabbi Mi
position8 a big transition and an open for those who may need help or
opportunity to s esimplBsbriieori $o tatkitorSe wd, i ¢ . :
the future. So let me begin by saying Harvey Leader, our Executive Director 9€neration President of the chapter
how delighted we are to welcome Jayavailable if you have concerns of any ~(N€r mother, Bonnie Levens, was
O6Brien to the B Skitd Athaliday timg and throughoutt- Presidentin the early 80s).
next year, we have a responsibility to
Many thanks to our Ritual Committee support each other.
Personnel Committee, Budget and
Finance Committee and our Search One other and most deserving note: our

To: Nancy & Al Siwak on receiving
the Honorary Doctor of Humanities
Degree from St. Louis University.

| To:Judy Kramer on becoming

Hadassah. She will be the first 2nd

4 Brith Sholom Kneseth Israel

President of the St. Louis Chapter of 2Y

t



