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FROM THE RABBI SPIRITUAL BREAD

The very firstimpurity as to require an additional rite

Mishnah of (such as bringing a sacrifice the Please join us for these

the Talmud following day), he still could eat his upcom i n g O f
starts with a Trumahhe night before. The point is:

guestion: while theTrumaltaw required the priest

O Fr om tw besirta state of purity in order to eat Saturday, July 4

point do we it, as long as he had reached a point ir] Torah Portion:

recite the  the process of purification where night ChukatBalak

Sh o ma hadfallerh lee could eat thErumah

; g Haftarah b ris Brown
evenind@sépite the fact ?‘ @ﬁah%%iﬁaE

completely pure. Tefi

The Mishnah
providesan The si mpl e answerj]to Sla*ﬂlIrdaV g|ym1ahcs
answerwhichquesti on: OFrom whphat @ﬁ ﬂ eci
’ only the evening ShdmaPo i s P qnfal o
Rabbi Mordecai Miller manages to whyd i dttre &ishnah simply tell us Pinchas

beg other questions: Fr o m t h ehatrfrormtleerbéginning, without putting
that the priests go in to eat their us to the trouble of puzzling our heads] Bat Mitzvah of Jenna Herks

Trumah 0 over the laws offrumaf What do laws
of reciting the Shdma have to wi t
So... what i$rumaland when, exactly, priests eating theifrumaf Saturday, July 18
do priests go in to eat it? Torah Portion:
When we recite thp Sho t arle w
Trumaltwas a doing? We are declaring publicly M‘lﬁOt'Mfwghél .
perk that . and to ourselves that we _ Haftarah by Micah Shilcrdt
thepriests When we r eci tp&ievelinkbrfy one 8o Mg , Tefillah Kehillah
received what are we doing? We
from the are declaring publicly and  What are we saying? We Saturday, July 25
are saying that God
. to ourselves that we ying ’ h h
Israelites. beliea i ey O Sl HaShem, is our topmost Shabbat Chazon
Before an y " priority. We are stating our Torah Portion:
Israelite commitment to serving Him with Devarim
farmer could all our heart, soul and might. .
take his produce to Haftarah by Marvin Marcys
market, he had to separate off a But how does this stack up in reality? po
certain portion that was given to the our behaviors match our stated Wednesday, July 29
coheror priest of his choicblowadays belief?How seriously do we take the Ti s ha B v
wedd call i t Thisi t hvioad tiat we gll agreesare the
designated portion, which amounted ttundamental statement of our faith as
about one fiftieth, or 2%, of the total, members of the Jewish peoptéaw Thursday, July 30
was considered holy and could only bpure are our actions in the light of our Ti s ha B o 'a\ v
eaten by acoherand his family while core belief?

they were in a state of spiritual purity.
Shoul d we gi ve upmitvahfrecitgg itt we are i§the ma
Our Mishnah is talking about a case twice a day until we can live up to its process of perfecting ourselves. It is our

when acohemight have become standards? essential oO0Osoul f oo
spiritually impure and, as part of his conscious declarativrespecially in the
purification, would have to wait until | believe the Rabbis of our Mishnah amg&ght time of our sodglsve could starve
nightfall in order to eat hiSrumah. saying that just as the priest dependethose very souls.

on theTrumalfor his food that evening
The great commentator on the Mishnand consequently could eatitaslongAsf t er a
Rav Ovadiah miBertinora, comments he was in th@roces®f purification, so o u r Li f
that this Mishnah is coming to teach ute S h dismar spiritual food. We may
incidentally, that even though the priesiot always live up to its standards, buShalom,
might have been in such a state of as long as we are willing to take on th&abbi Mordecai Miller
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BAT MITZVAH OF
JENNA HERES
DAUGHTER OF

NINO AND CHERYL

HERES

JuLy 11, 2009

TODAH A
TS
RABA /

7);
J\
To: Matthew \/
Gould, Marvin

Marcus, Micah Shilcrat, and Bill Sd
mon for reciting Haftarah in June.

To: The wonderful people who cont

nected the electricity for tHeuntain
in the Elbaum garden for the
Womends League:
Larry Koenig, and Harlie Frankel.

ZICHRAM LIVRACHA

We deeply grieve
the passing of

Burton Gale
Lillian Kolker
Abraham Lin

May their souls be bound up in th
bonds of eternal life

[97]

FREEMEMBERSHIPOFFER

The BSKI membership committee is asking for your help in getting out the
word that BSKI is offering a FREE one year, no strings attached, complim
tary membership for singles and families. Our Board of Trustees approvec
this very unusual offer to attract families and individuals of all ages to con:
sider becoming members of BSKI. The Jewish Light, jewishinstlouis.org a
other local publications have run articles about this membership program.

Please spread the word to family and friends who are currently unaffili-
ated or that you think may be looking for a new congregation to join. The
High Holidays are coming and now is the perfect time for people to join.
For more information call Executive Director Harvey Leader a6Z28.

MAZEL TovV UPCOMING DEADLINES
To: Gianna Siwak Jacobson on bel Submissions for the August issuejare
coming President of the Jewish Ligdht. due July 5.

To: Rob Gold on becoming a new Submissions for the September igsue
member of the Board of Trustees fpr are due August 5.

the Gladys and Henry Crown Centgr

for Senior Living. THANK YouU!

O-

BSKI/TAMSKY GIFT SHOP

Ben

Summer Hours by Appointment
Call 314-725-6230 to arrange
a shopping time

throughout the summer.
Stop by and

0Come Shopping!é6
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THE PRESIDENTS PERSPECTIVE

. Where has served following the service. blessing, called baruch she'p'tarani,
the time thanks God for f_reeir_lg th_e father from
gone? WhenMany people are surprised to findoutr € sponsi bi ity for t

Pauland t hat obec-mimi nyga lao6SHRaing d teapsiion of control and
Jordan were gutomatically when a Jewish boy hence responsibility from parent to child.

bornthey reaches the age of 13. The ceremonyBecause the rabbis specified no ritual
truly becamethat today occupies center stage is  requirements for the bar/bat mitzvah
children of actually a historical afterthought, with ceremony, except for the parental
BSKI. They evidence of observance only from  blessing, the roles played by the bar/
have sometime between the 14th and 16th bat mitzvah at the service and even the
participated centuries. Because the ceremony matk®ing of the service itself can vary

W) inalmost  reaching the age of majority, many Widely. The typical bar/bat mitzvah
| Wl every aspectiraditional Jews observe it on the takes place during the Sabbath morning

: : Wt of Sabbath immediately following the ~ service, where the child is called up to
President Ricky Kodnefsynagogue ¢ h i | tbitisdayl 3 say the blessings over the Tdtdfis or
lifefi from her first aliyah

participating in services, USY/Kadimaror the rabbis, the significance of this

annual plays and other activities, famifife-changing moment (besides being Paul and Jordan will read from the

and youth services, synagogue counted and called in to minyan) lay i orah, receive their first aliyah, chant
fundraisers and even helpinginthe t he chi |l dds new sthedlgftarahdepd spme pralj ofthel |
kitchen and auditorium preparing for intellectual and moral development. congregational service, and offer a

various simchas and holidays. Just asThey saw 12 and 13 as the ages at Personal interpretation of the weekly

BSKI has been my home for the last Sfhich girls and boys, respectively, wefe0 r ah por ti on, cal | e

years, it has become the second homgo longer entirely subject to impulse, but _ _
for Gail, Paul and Jordan. These last {&re beginning to develop a conscienfe@il and | would like to take this

years have flown by, and to the creditThe term bar/bat mitzvah which opportunity to thank everyone who has
of all of you, you have helpedtoraiseme ans oobl i gat ed helped iy eisefJordamand Rael asjte wii
these two wonderful boys. mitzvot ( cb mieasnte np@rtainsst sgnagogue life. The time has

‘ _ childds newfound 90N gucky butthe revearls have geen
To members, friends, family and responsibilities. great. So, please join us to celebrate
community of BSKI Congregation, you this lifecycle milestone event in their
are warmly invited tehare in our  Although the ceremony that communai%es.
simcha as we celebrate the Bar Mitzvahf f  r ms t he childés coming of age is

of our sons, Jordan Elliot and Paul medieval in origin, there is evidencei®® Shal om,
Samuel, on August 1, 2009, 11th of Axabbinic literature that the father may Ricky Kodner
5769, Parshat Vaetchanan, Shabbat have recited a blessing when the child

Nachamu. A Kiddush luncheon will beeached the age of majority. This

DEDICATION OF OUR GRAND PIANO

Our grand piano has been formally dedicated to the memory of Karen Lyr
Solomon (1942004). A plague has been placed on the audiesige of the
piano.The Music Committee thought this dedication was appropriate since
of the money for the piano was donated from the Vision Fund, which is cha

by Bill S o | o moWe thatkaau,Bill, dos yow gedeoositg, and
we know that BSKI will enjoy many music programs to come as a result of
gift.
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Member s
tee have been busy in a number of pro-
grams in the community. Here are some
of our recent and future activities:

SocIAL ACTION COMMITTEE NEWS

of

1 Flower Planting/Picnic: Many BSKI

members enjoyed a sunny day
planting flowers, listening to music
and having a nice lunch, along with
entertainment for children by Mor-
gan and Megan Meyers. Thanks to
Marcia SokeAnderson for donating
all the flowers and arranging them q
for us. We would like to thank &4

Thanks to Saul and Marilyn Dien for
taking care of delivering food every
week and many other mitzvot all
year long. Saul knows how to do it
quietly and consistently. On July 1%,
2009, after our meeting, SAC will
be preparing food packages for the
Jewish Food Pantry. We need your
help and support. Come and get
involved.

BSKI 6s 1 Sueals oa WhedistFoad PamtryC 0 m nitiern. -Thanks again to Roberta Stolz,

Muriel and Marvin Beckerman and
Gene Barken for setting it up and
conducting the services.

Back to School Store: Sponsored by
NCJW on Sunday, July 26, 2009 @
CRC. See our website for registra-
tion or pick up information at BSKI.
SAC has been supporting this event
for many years.

Caring Committee: Thanks so mucfh taJewish Environmental Initiative: BSKI

Muriel Beckerman, Bev Fogelman

members who came to the picnic and Roberta Stolz and Claudia Horn for

helped to green our shul.

SAC & Adult Ed Program: On June
14, 2009, SAC ceponsored a

panel discussion on Stem Cell Re-
search. Jordan Kadosh of BSKI and
many other experts provided timely|
medical information. Todah to Jor-
dan.

doing a fantastic job. Please call
them about news in your family so
they can send the notes. What a
mitzvah to connect with our BSKI
members when they need us.

and Faith Beyond Walls will plant
trees on September 13, 2009 at
Fairground Park @ 2 pm. Come to
shul and ride with other members.

Next SAC meeting will be on July 12,
2009. For general information on social

action at BSKI, call Marilyn Dien at 314

Crown Center: Our next Shabbat
service will be in July or August.

Please join us to welcome Crown
Center residents and mingle with

993-3417 or Shimon BeRoorat at 314
-963-6354.
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