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Upcoming 

Events 
Paul and Jordan Kodnerõs Bar 
Mitzvah .....................................August 1 
 

Hamvas/Johnson Auf Ruf .....August 1 
 

David Bilgerõs Bar Mitzvah ...................  
 ................................................ August 15 
 

Ari Ginspargõs Bar Mitzvah ..................  
 ................................................ August 22 
 

Womenõs League Garden Party ......... 
 ................................................ August 23 
 

Chai Cup Golf Tournament ................... 
 ................................................ August 23 
 

BSKI at the Baseball Game .................. 
 ................................................ August 25 
 

Crown Center Shabbat ...... August 28 
 

Selichot ............................ September 12 
 

Rosh Hashanah ........ September 18-20 
 

Kol Nidre......................... September 27 
 

Yom Kippur ..................... September 28 
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Son of Lori and 
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FROM THE RABBI: HONEST DEBATE 
Dad had a 
phrase he 
may have 
invented. I 
heard him 
use it 
frequently 
enough to 
stick in my 
mind after 
all these 
years: òItõs 
possible to 
disagree 
without being 

disagreeable.ó 
 
Hereõs the point. Thereõs a radical 
difference between disagreementñ
even to the point of being criticalñand 
rudeness. Itõs one thing to take issue with 
a personõs behavior or attack that 
personõs ideas; itõs another thing to 
attack their integrity or their 
intelligence. 
 
When youõve asked someone to pass 
the salt and they pass you the pepper, 
itõs one thing to say, òIõm sorry. I meant 
to ask you to pass the salt.ó Itõs a whole 
other thing to say to them, òIõm sorry. 
Are you deaf? I was trying to ask you to 
pass the salt.ó 
 
Perhaps you are thinking that what I 
have just stated is obvious to the point 
of being trite, but it does seem to me 
that within our present culture we are 
unable to make this important 
distinction. There are two consequences 
to this inability to clearly distinguish 
between disagreement and rudeness: 1) 
We avoid debate lest we be perceived 
as being rude. 2) When we do choose 
to be critical we find it difficult to 
compartmentalize our criticism and our 
need to get into òcharacter analysis.ó 
 
Recently, I came across this letter to the 
President, addressed to him by a 
Missouri school teacher. While space 
prevents me from quoting the entire 
letter, it provides an amazing illustration 
of an inability to distinguish between 

severe criticism and rudeness.   
  
òMr. Obama: I have had it with you and 
your administration, sir. Your conduct on 
your recent trip overseas has convinced 
me that you are not an adequate 
representative of the United States of 
America collectively or of me 
personally. You are so obsessed with 
appeasing the Europeans and the 
Muslim world that you have abdicated 
the responsibilities of the President of 
the United States of America. 
 
òYou are responsible to the citizens of 
the United States... You are not 
responsible to the peoples of any other 
country on Earth. I personally resent that 
you go around the world apologizing 
for the United States, telling Europeans 
that we are arrogant and do not care 
about their status in the world. Sir, what 
do you think the First World War and 
the Second World War were all about 
if not the consideration of the peoples 
of Europe?  
 
òAre you brain dead? What do you 
think the Marshall Plan was all about? 
Do you not understand or know the 
history of the 20th century? Where do 
you get off telling a Muslim country that 
the United States does not consider 
itself a Christian country? Have you not 
read the Declaration of Independence 
or the Constitution of the United States? 
 
ò...I resent that you take me and my 
fellow citizens as brain-dead and not 
caring about what you idiots do. We 
are watching what you are doing and 
we are getting increasingly fed up with 
all of you. I also want you to know that I 
personally find just about everything 
you do and say to be offensive to 
every one of my sensibilities. I promise 
you that I will work tirelessly to see that 
you do not get a chance to spend two 
terms destroying my beautiful country.ó 
 
Could the authorõs objections to our 
Presidentõs administration have been 
stated: 
 
A. Without òventing,ó i.e. sharing her 

Rabbi Mordecai Miller 

Please join us for these  
upcoming tõfillot 

 

Saturday, August 1 
Shabbat Nachamu 

Torah Portion: 
Vaetchanan 

 

Bar Mitzvah of  
Paul and Jordan Kodner 

 

Auf Ruf of Lauren Hamvas 
and Scott Johnson 

 

Tefillah Kehillah 
 
 

Saturday, August 8 
Torah Portion: 

Ekev 
 
 

Saturday, August 15 
Torah Portion: 
Reõeh 

 

Bar Mitzvah of David Bilger 
 

Tefillah Kehillah 
 
 

Saturday, August 22 
Torah Portion: 

Shoftim 
 

Bar Mitzvah of Ari Ginsparg 
 
 

Saturday, August 29 
Torah Portion: 

Ki Tetze 
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FROM THE RABBI (CONT.) 

personal emotions? For example: Instead 
of òI have had it withé,ó saying òAllow 
me to share the following concerns...ó 
strikes quite a different tone. 
 
B. Without the phrase òbrain 
dead?ó (Second and third 
paragraphs). The phrase is highly 
insulting. (I certainly hope that this 
teacher doesnõt use it in her fourth grade 
classroom!) The same could be said 
about the term òidiotsó that she uses in 
the last paragraph. 
 
C. Without the phrase òobsessed withóñ
again highly emotional and unless 
provable by some measurable standard 
clearly intended to insult. 
 
D. With a better clarification of how 
recent US involvement in world politics 
shows a concern for Europe and the 
Middle East and what the author meant 
if she understands that the United States 
is  a òChristian countryó and just how the 
Constitution and the Declaration of 
Independence prove that it is. 
 
E. Without the last paragraph, which is 

nothing short of a series of threats: òWe 
are watching what you are doing...ó and 
òI promise you that I will work tirelessly 
to see that you do not get a chance to 
spend two terms...ó and insults: òI resent 
that you take me and my fellow citizens 
as brain-dead and not caring about 
what you idiots do...ó and òI also want 
you to know that I personally find just 
about everything you do and say to be 
offensive to every one of my 
sensibilities.ó 
 
While space prevents me from going 
further here, I think the point has been 
made sufficiently. 
 
Sadly, all this invective doesnõt contribute 
to healthy debate and an honest 
attempt to clarify facts or analyze 
situations. It violates a basic principle of 
òwhat is hateful to you, donõt do to your 
neighbor.ó (What if, with some minor 
modifications, the letter had been 
addressed to former President Bush?) 
Ironically, instead of gaining respect for 
the author, it calls into question her 
ability to reason well and, perhaps, her 
competency as a teacher. It gives little 

opportunity for the one so attacked to 
take her statements seriously and 
instead of holding the President and his 
administration to honest account, it 
reduces any legitimate criticism to mud 
slinging. 
 
Thereõs a memorable line from the movie 
òThe Fixer,ó where Mendel Beilis 
responds to his jailerõs taunts with the 
statement, òIf you want respect, you 
have to give respect.ó 
 
This teacher has a right to express her 
concernsñlegitimate or otherwiseñto 
our countryõs leader, but doing it in the 
manner that she chose is an abuse of our 
Constitutionõs right to the òFreedom of 
Speech.ó 
 
By all means engage in constructive and 
sharp debate on issues and policies, but 
without resorting to insulting language: 
òdisagreeing without being 
disagreeable.ó 
 
Sincerely, 
Rabbi Mordecai Miller 

Members of BSKIõs Social Action Commit-
tee have been busy in a number of pro-
grams in the community. Here are most 
of our recent and future activities:  
 
Meals on Wheels/Food Pantry: On July 
12, SAC and BSKI members prepared 
food packages for the Jewish Food Pan-
try. Thanks to so many volunteers for 
your time and donations and thanks to 
Saul and Marilyn Dien for delivering 
food every week. We need your help 
and support. What a mtzvah to feed 
hungry families. 
 
Caring Committee: Thanks so much to 
Bev Fogelman, Roberta Stolz, Claudia 
Horn and Joyce Eisenberg for doing a 
fantastic job. Please call them about 
news in your family so they can send the 
notes. What a mitzvah to connect with 

our BSKI members when they need us. 
We will miss Muriel Beckerman in the 
Caring Committee, but we know she will 
be involved in other fun activities. 
 
Crown Center: Our next Shabbat ser-
vice will be on August 28. Please join us 
to welcome Crown Center residents and 
mingle with them. Thanks again to 
Roberta Stolz, Muriel and Marvin Beck-
erman and Gene Barken for setting it up 
and conducting the services.  
 
Back to School Store: SAC donated 
money for this worthy cause. Many mem-
bers volunteered and enjoyed helping so 
many young city children to get ready 
for the next school year. This event was 
sponsored by NCJW.   
 
Jewish Environmental Initiative: BSKI 

and Faith Beyond Walls will be planting 
trees on September 13 at Fairground 
Park at 2 pm. Come to shul and ride 
with other members. You will meet peo-
ple from other faiths and can connect 
with them and have fun. Great for fami-
lies with young children. 
 
SAC is looking for 2-3 BSKI members 
to co-chair the next Mitzvah Day. 
Please come to our next couple of 
meetings, get involved in some of the 
projects, and give from your heart. It is 
good medicine to volunteer.  
 
For general information on social action 
at BSKI, call Shimon Ben-Poorat at 314-
963-6354. 

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE NEWS 



The month of 
Tishrei is the 
òrichestó 
month in the 
Jewish 
calendar. It 
includes the 
most 
awesome 
daysñRosh 
Hashanah 
and Yom 
Kippurñas 
well as the 

happiest 
daysñSukkot 

and Simchat Torah. 
 
Every Jew participates, in one way or 
another, in celebrating the High 
Holidays, which take place at the 
beginning of the Jewish year. These 
holidays give us a sense of renewal and 
serve to inspire us for the entire year to 
come. 
 
Each Holiday is not only a time of 
remembrance of a certain occasion in 

history, but also a recurrence of the 
original event. It is a time of 
reawakening of the special relationship 
between God and the Jewish people, 
and between God and the world. In 
order to commemorate the holiday 
properly and observe and experience it 
meaningfully, one must prepare for the 
occasion accordingly. 
 
Rosh Hashanah is a time when we once 
again accept Godõs Kingship, and when 
the entire Creation, the Universe with all 
its creatures, is judged. Yom Kippur is the 
time when the Almighty forgives us for all 
our wrongdoing. Sukkot and Simchat 
Torah are times when we rejoice in the 
renewal of the relationship and 
celebrate. 
 
Therefore, we must be properly 
prepared for the judgment, worthy of 
forgiveness, and able to truly cherish and 
value the renewal of a relationship 
bestowed upon us by God. In Jewish 
tradition, the entire month of Elul, 
preceding the High Holidays, is a month 
of preparation. 

This year we will begin the High Holiday 
Season with a Tri-Synagogue (Bõnai 
Amoona, BSKI and Shaare Zedek) 
Selichot event, to be held at BSKI.  
 
The Holiday Calendar is as follows; 
September 12 ð Selichot 
September 18 ð Erev Rosh Hashanah 
September 19 ð Rosh Hashanah 
September 20 ðRosh Hashanah 
September 21 ð Fast of Gedaliah 
September 27 ð Kol Nidre 
September 28 ð Yom Kippur and Yizkor 
October 2-9 ð Erev Sukkot and Sukkot 
October 9 ð Hoshanah Rabbah 
October 10ð Shemini Atzeret and Yizkor 
October 11ð Simchat Torah 
 
Look for details to follow on 
programming and the time schedule. If 
you would like to help with, participate 
in or lead an eventñfor any age 
levelñplease contact me or the 
synagogue office. Thank you in advance. 
 
BõShalom 
Ricky Kodner 
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THE PRESIDENTõS PERSPECTIVE: PREPARING FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

President Ricky Kodner 

Planning a bar mitzvah, wedding, baby-naming, 
 Shabbat dinner, bridal shower,  

or any kind of family get-together? Then try 
 

BSKI KOSHER KATERING 
 

for all your  
catering needs 

 

Itõs not just for Shabbat luncheons! 
 

With her many years of experience, Paula Hamvas can help you 
plan a meal for your event that will have your guests talking! 

 
For more information, or to book Kosher Katering for your event, 

please call the BSKI office at  
314-725-6230. 
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SHAARE SHALOM NEWS 

Confirmation was great! We are so 
proud of the young adults who stayed 
with us through the 10th grade. It was a 
pleasure to honor them and have them 
honor us with their thoughtful words. 
Their reflections were ostensibly about 
the Ten Commandments, but so much 
more was covered. These young people 
were thoughtful, poised, educated and 
articulate. We can all rest assured 
knowing that the future of the Jewish 
people lies in such capable hands. By 
the way, thank you very much to the 
Confirmation Class for their very gener-
ous gift of a new printer/copier/scanner 
for the SSRS office. It is a big help! 
 
Wednesday, June 3 was the inaugural 
Bowling with the Rabbis party. Students 
who had turned in at least 15 BWTR 
tokens joined Rabbi Miller, Hazzan 
Dulkin and me for an afternoon of fun, 

food, prizes and bowling. The competi-
tion was stiff with Rabbi Miller charging 
out to an early lead. In the end however 
the strongest bowler was Joey Sparks. 
Second place was taken by Harry Rubin 
and third by Ella Engel. As to the overall 
synagogue attendance award, that went 
to Pardes Lyons-Warren. Although she 
was not able to attend the celebration, 
she was presented with her first place 
prize. We look forward to kicking off 
the program again next year with the 
arrival of the new school year and the 
new Jewish year. Watch The Shofar and 
emails for more information. 
 
The summer is a busy time around the 
Shaare Shalom offices. New teachers 
need to be hired, textbooks must be or-
dered and classrooms made ready for 
the coming year. If you have not yet 
turned in your registration forms for 

5769-5670 (2009-2010) please do so 
as soon as possible. There are going to 
be quite a number of new programs in 
the coming year and, as we will be look-
ing for parent volunteers to help us bring 
much of this to fruition, please plan on 
giving generously of your time. The 
schoolõs success is dependent upon par-
ent participation. If you are unsure about 
what you can do, go ahead and call me 
in the office and we can talk about what 
is available. 
 
Have a safe and relaxing summer. We 
look forward to seeing you in the fall. 
 
Michael S. Raileanu, M.A.Ed. 
Director 
Shaare Shalom Religious School 
Teach your passion! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After years of the Menõs Club Sukkah Construction Company erecting and maintaining the congregational 
sukkah, the Menõs Club announces: 

 

The Menõs Club Sukkah Construction Company  
Family Sukkah Project 

 
Menõs Club is putting together a project to provide Sukkah kits at a very reasonable cost so that more fami-
lies can enjoy the mitzvah of having an easy-to-erect and inexpensive Sukkah. This is a great opportunity 
to build not only a Sukkah, but also a great family tradition.  
 
More details, including costs and specifics, will be published very soon with order details. 
 
 
Remember, our meetings are generally the first Sunday of the month, right after services. Join us, help with our 
projects, and have some fun. 
 
Thanks, 
Don Pearline   
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

BSKI WOMENõS LEAGUE 
GARDEN PARTY 

 

AUGUST 23 
7 PM 

 

REFRESHMENTS AND MUSIC 
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 
 

RSVP TO THE OFFICE AT  
314-725-6230 

HELP US CELEBRATE RABBI SKOFFõS  
50 YEARS WITH  BSKI! 

 
BSKI will be hosting a special Shabbat  

honoring Rabbi Skoff in October. 
 

Start thinking about your favorite memories of Rabbi Skoff and find 
your old pictures. We will be printing a tribute book for the event. 

 

Look for more information, 
including an order form for the tribute book, 

in your mailbox, the BSKI Blast  
and upcoming editions of The Shofar. 

COMING SOON  
 

for children up to 18 months old  
and their parents  

 

SHABBAT PLAY AND PRAY 
 

BSKI will offer a program one Saturday a month for 
new parents and their babies to experience Shabbat 

together in a relaxed and informal environment. 
More details to follow. 

 
Remember BSKI is offering a one year free member-

ship, no strings attached. 
 

For information about Shabbat Play and Pray and/
or the free membership program contact  

Susan Cort at 314-725-6230. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

BSKI Adult Education Committee presents 
 

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE W EEKEND  
WITH  RABBI NEIL GILLMAN   
NOVEMBER 13 - 15, 2009 

The Adult Education Committee is proud 
to present a great scholar, a fun 
speaker and an exciting weekend with 
Rabbi Neil Gillman. 
 
You know where you will be on Novem-
ber 13 ð 15, 2009. 
 
In preparation for the weekend, be sure 
to attend the three Book Club events we 
are scheduling. The dates are Septem-
ber 13, October 25 and November 8. 
 
The Book Club book is Sacred Fragments 
by our Scholar-in-Residenceña 
òfantasticó book according to those who 
have read it. The book has a natural  
division into three sections and we will 
focus our discussions as follows: 
 
1. From the beginning through and in-

cluding Chapter IV.  
2. The descriptions of empiricism, ra-

tionalism and existentialism (chapters 
V, VI and VII). 

3. The rest of the bookñthrough 
òDoing your own Theology.ó 

 
Donõt forget to attend the August 1 intro-
duction session but even if you do miss it, 
you should come to the Book Club meet-
ings. Details on locations and times can 
be found in the Shabbat sheets and the 
September Shofar.   
 
You can get the book at Amazon, Barnes 
& Noble or Borders. My totally non-
scientific research shows that Amazon 
currently sells it for less than the other 
two.    
 
We are hoping that this entire program, 
the Book Club sessions and the Scholar- 
in-Residence Weekend will prove to be 
a great boost for BSKI. The unaffiliated 
and members of other congregations will 

be invited and we encourage you, as a 
BSKI member, to, in a way, òjoin the PR  
Committeeóñnot literally, but in that you 
help spread the word about this event to 
your friends, colleagues and others who 
value Jewish learning.  
 
Richard Gavatin  

BOOK CLUB 
 

An introduction to  
Sacred Fragments  
by Neil Gillman 

 

August 1 
Immediately following lunch  

in the Library. 
 
 

Bring your coffee and desserts and 
participate in an introductory discus-
sion to this fallõs Scholar-in-Residence.  
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DõVAR TORAH 

(As delivered by Marvin Beckerman at 
Shabbat morning services at BSKI on 
July 4) 
 
As you know, todayõs Torah portion is 
Hukkat (òThis Is The Statuteó). Among the 
things it talks about, and one of the 
strangest rituals in the Torah, is that of 
the red heifer. According to the Torah, 
anyone who suffers ritual impurity be-
cause of exposure to a human corpse 
can be made pure again by being sprin-
kled with the ashes of a perfectly red 
cow. What is the connection between 
ritual purification and the ashes of a 
cow? Why does a red cow restore purity 
after exposure to corpses? This is an ex-
ample of hukkimñunexplainable mitzvot 
in the Torah and in rabbinic literature. 
Any living culture like Judaism requires 
distinct customs and practices to maintain 
its special identity, in order to affirm the 
loyalty of its members and its continuity 
across generations. But Judaism has an 
additional reasonñto preserve the lov-
ing covenant (brit) between G-d and the 
Jewish people. So the hukkim exist in 
order to create deeds that cement the 
loyalty among Jews and with G-d. 
 
Today, as we know, is American Inde-
pendence Day. How often do we ask 
why we Americans do things as we 
do? How often do we question our own 
assumptions about the òAmerican way of 
lifeó or scrutinize our famous customs? 
Why do we celebrate the 4th of July? 
Why do we shoot fireworks and have 
barbecues on this day? (Of course we 
Jews canõt do those things today be-
cause itõs Shabbat!) 
 
Weõre fortunate to have inherited or 
adopted two rich heritagesñbeing both 
Jewish and American. We may call our-
selves òAmerican Jewsó or òJewish 
Americansó (Are there different connota-
tions between the two designations?). 
What are some of the connections be-
tween the two identities? 
 
Iõve chosen to highlight several of many 

important events to help us remember 
and commemorate our two intercon-
nected identities: 
 
In September 1654 a small boatload of 
23 Jewish refugees from Recife, Brazil 
arrived in New Amsterdam. Actually 
they were not really the first Jews to set 
foot on North American soil. There was a 
metallurgist named Joachim Gaunse who 
came to Roanoke Island in 1585, but he 
returned to England shortly afterward. 
 
In 1730 the Sephardic community of 
New York opened the first synagogue in 
North America, Shearith Israel, which 
also contained a school and mikvah. This 
congregation is still alive and well to-
day! 
 
In 1763 the Jewish community of New-
port, Rhode Island, dedicated its syna-
gogue in honor of the congregationõs 
first spiritual leader, Isaac Touro. The 
Touro synagogue is the oldest standing 
synagogue in the country and arguably 
the most important Jewish historic site in 
Americañthanks to President George 
Washingtonõs famous letter to its mem-
bers in 1790, promising them equal 
rights in a new nation that would ògive 
to bigotry no sanction, to persecution no 
assistance.ó The synagogue is also a 
landmark of American religious freedom 
and of the unbroken presence of Jews in 
this country as full citizens. Muriel and I 
have been privileged to visit Touro 
twice. When the multimillion-dollar visi-
tors center opens in August, it will make 
Touroõs proud legacy accessible to thou-
sands of new visitors. But the gleaming 
construction stands in sharp contrast to 
the synagogue next doorñaging, 
shrinking, and desperate to stay alive. 
So desperate is the synagogueõs finan-
cial situation that it is quietly making 
inquiries about potentially selling some 
of its assets. Without an infusion of cash 
from somewhere, the congregation might 
not be able even to afford a rabbi. 
Jeshuat Israel, which had more than 200 
members in the 1950õs 

and some 50 to 60 children in the He-
brew School, has declined to about 110 
families. Many are elderly and without 
children, and living on fixed incomes. 
 
Hayim Solomon (1740-l785) was in-
volved in the move for independence. 
He managed to keep finances coming to 
the struggling Continental Army and 
loaned a lot of his own money to the 
cause. He is considered the financial 
hero of the Revolution. In 1975 the U.S. 
Postal Service issued a commemorative 
stamp honoring him. Look at a dollar bill.
(Of course, donõt do this until Shabbat is 
over!). On the rear of the bill you will 
see two circles. Together they comprise 
the Great Seal of the United States. The 
First Continental Congress requested that 
Benjamin Franklin and a group of men 
come up with a Seal. It took them four 
years to do this and another two years 
to get it approved. If you look at the left
-hand circle, youõll see a pyramid. If you 
look at the right-hand circle, youõll notice 
the arrangement of 13 stars as a Star of 
David. This was ordered by George 
Washington who, when he asked Hayim 
Solomon what he would like as  a per-
sonal reward for his services to the Con-
tinental Army, Solomon said that he 
wanted nothing for himself, but that he 
would like something for his people. 
 
As far as our Founding Parents (I donõt 
want to be accused of being sexist!) are 
concerned, Alexander Hamilton was ac-
tually half-Jewish in his ancestry, but was 
raised as a Christian. He learned He-
brew as a teenager through his family. 
Although not particularly fond of Juda-
ism as a religion, John Adams said that 
Jews as an ancient people, by proclaim-
ing monotheism, laid the groundwork for 
Christianity. He also saw them as indi-
viduals who deserved rights and protec-
tion under the law. He supported the 
Jews òagain in Judea an independent 
nation,ó and may be considered having 
made the first pro-Zionist declaration by 
an American head of state in 1819. 
 

REFLECTIONS AND CONNECTIONS ON JULY 4TH BY MARVIN BECKERMAN 
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DõVAR TORAH 

Thomas Jefferson is deservedly a hero to 
American Jewry. His was one of the few 
voices in the early Republic fervently 
championing equal political rights for 
Jews. His Bill for Establishing Religious 
Freedom in Virginia is a classic American 
statement of religious toleration. Signifi-
cantly, while Jefferson championed Jew-
ish rights, he didnõt do so out of respect 
for Judaism, but because he respected 
the right of all individuals to hold which-
ever faith they wished. In fairness, Jef-
ferson was a Deist and opposed all re-
ligions based on divine revelation. As 
such, he believed that G-dõs existence 
could be proven by reason and common 
sense rather than faith. Despite his pri-
vate views of Judaism, Jefferson could 
be considered a most òrighteous Gen-
tile.ó Interestingly, the Uriah Levy family 
owned and preserved Monticello, the 
house that Jefferson built, from 1836 to 
1923. 
 

James Madison was the major author of 
the Bill of Rights. The Bill was passed by 
the first Congress in 1791 and was later 
incorporated into the U.S. Constitution. It 
extends religious rights to Jews and 
other religious groups on a national 
level. 
 
Written in 1883, in 1903  Emma Laza-
rusõs  sonnet òThe New Colossusó was 
engraved on the bronze slate at the 
base of the Statue of Liberty, with the 
famous words òGive me your tired, your 
poor/your huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free...ó 
 
On May 14, 1948, President Harry S. 
Truman issued a proclamation recogniz-
ing the new State of Israelñjust minutes 
after the Provisional Government of Is-
rael had proclaimed the new state. 
 
Finally, we recall Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
Heschel and Rabbi Charles Mantinband 

(father of Bill Mantinband, grandfather 
of Golda Cohen) who spoke up and 
fought for civil rights in the South in the 
1960s, as well as other Jews young and 
old. Our own Sylvan Robinson took an 
active role here in St. Louis. 
 
Today we can remember and commemo-
rate these and other events which sym-
bolize our two proud and interconnected 
identitiesñas Jews and Americans. 
 
Shabbat Shalom and G-d Bless America 
(composed, incidentally, by a Jew, Irving 
Berlin!). 
 
I want to dedicate these remarks to my 
wife, my daughters, and my mother, and 
to the memory of my beloved father, 
David, who passed away seven years 
ago on July 4th. They have all helped 
me realize the importance of being both 
a good American and a good Jew. 
 

JOIN KINDERMUSIK® EDUCATIONAL MUSIC 
PROGRAM AT BSKI!  
 

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS 
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR THOSE WHO  HAVE LOST A JOB 
  

Imagine whirling, creating, storytelling, instrument-playing and singing. Nowhere else is learning this much fun! In small classes, 
your childõs lifelong appreciation for music and movement will flourish.   
 
And Kindermusik offers $15 off classes for BSKI members. 
  
Kindermusik is an educational, nationally-recognized, research-based music and movement program. Once-per-week pro-
grams are for four age groupings, together with an adult:  Birth through 18 months; 1½ through 3½ years; and 3 through 5 
years. There is a Family Class for one or more children ages 6 months through 6 years.  Beginning Sept. 2, classes at BSKI will 
be offered on Wednesday mornings by Kindermusik Academy. Under the directorship of Jan Fishman, Kindermusik Acad-
emy offers programs at the JCC Fox Building and Des Peres Lodge too. Jan also teaches the primary grades music at Solo-
mon Schechter Day School.   
  
Kindermusik is also offering scholarships to anyone who has lost a full time job. If you know anyone in this position, please 
pass the information along, and inquire with the contact information below. 
  
For more details and to register  
Visit: www.kindermusikstl.com. There is online enrollment. 
Contact Jan Fishman, coordinator Kindermusik Academy, 314-434-9496  
Email: academy@kindermusikstl.com 
  
Registration is now open, and classes are filling fast! 

http://www.kindermusikstl.com/
mailto:academy@kindermusikstl.com

